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    Well, September came and went, and once again Ferndale proved that apparently, we have absolutely no idea how to
sit still.
   Labor Day weekend kicked things off, September brought us three initiations, and we welcomed even more new
members into our Lodge family. We also had the first Lions home game, and somehow, they pulled off the win! I’m not
saying this is our year because I’m a lifelong Michigander and I know better than to tempt fate like that.
    And just like that, fall has arrived. The weather is getting cooler, the leaves are changing, and pumpkin spice has once
again invaded every food and beverage known to mankind. Seriously, some things do not need to be pumpkin flavored.
October certainly isn’t giving us much time to slow down. We’ll start the month with our second Soccer Shoot at
Geary Park on October 4th. Make sure to get the kids registered and ready to show us what they’ve got. Bring the
family, cheer them on, and let’s see who has what it takes to move on to the next level. And remember, screaming
instructions from the sidelines does not automatically make you the coach.
    The following weekend, our Organ Donation Committee will bring back the Puppy Kissing Booth to help raise funds
and awareness for their work. Halloween costumes are encouraged, because apparently regular puppies weren’t cute
enough we needed puppies in costumes. If you can walk past that without stopping, I’m honestly questioning your
judgment.
    Before we know it, several of our officers, members, and I will be heading north to Shanty Creek for the Michigan
Elks Association Fall Conference. It’s always a great opportunity to reconnect with Elks from across Michigan, exchange
ideas, learn something new, and make sure the rest of the state remembers that Ferndale #1588 showed up.
    We’ll finish out the month on October 30th with our Halloween Party. Of course, it wouldn’t be Halloween at
Ferndale without a little friendly competition, so the real question is, who is going to be best dressed this year? Some
of you have been making questionable fashion choices all year, so consider this your moment to finally make them
count.
    All jokes aside, every month I’m reminded just how much this Lodge accomplishes. From initiations and youth
programs to charitable work, community events, and everything happening behind the scenes, none of it happens
without our members stepping up. Thank you to our officers, committee chairs, volunteers, and members who continue
to give their time and energy to Ferndale #1588.
     Fall is here, October is packed, and somehow, we’ll find a way to squeeze even more into it. That’s just what we do.
See you around the Lodge, and if I don’t recognize you at the Halloween party, I’m going to assume you understood
the assignment.
Steve Laurain
 Exalted Ruler
 Ferndale Elks Lodge #1588
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Metro District Elks Walk for Hope
The AFSP Metro Detroit Out of the Darkness Walk brings people together to raise awareness
about suicide prevention, honor loved ones lost to suicide, and support those affected. Funds
raised benefit the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention’s research, education, advocacy,
and support programs.
Ferndale Elks Lodge #1588 has participated in the walk and raised money to support this
important cause. This year, we expanded our effort districtwide, joining together under the team
name Metro District #4200. Bringing Elks from across our district together strengthened our
shared commitment to mental health awareness and suicide prevention.
Thank you to everyone who walked, donated, and supported our team. Your compassion and
generosity put charity and brotherly love into action, helping bring hope to our communities
and reminding those who are struggling that they are not alone.
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Would you like to take on a
project or write an article for the

hour of 11? Submit it to
info@elks1588.com by the 20th

of the month.

Standing COMMITTEES Chairs 2026-2027
General Email- info@elks1588.com

Audit Committee - Karen Kanigowski
Public Relations– Eddie Storer
Activities Committee– Sarah Lewan 

Community Activities– Sarah Lewan
Youth Activities- Shane Lowell
Hoop Shoot Coordinator - Bryan Haithcoat
Soccer Shoot Coordinator– Tom Reineking
Drug Awareness– Brian Johnson

Fraternal Committee- Eddie Storer
Americanism– Andrew Shankles
PER Assoc. President– Kate Reynolds
Ritual Coach- Jeff Bolen

Government Relations- Jaron Garza
Preceding Justice - Judge Jake Cunningham
Major Project- Jennifer Kurtz
Michigan Elks Charitable Grant (Gold Key)-
Chuck Pankey-Fanning
Beautification– Charisse Simonian
Elks National Foundation– Chuck Pankey-
Fanning
Flag Day Coordinator– Eddie Storer
Elks Memorial Day– Eddie Storer
Club Managing Body Chair (Bar & Hall)- Chuck
Pankey-Fanning (interim) 

Hall Usage Coordinator– Angelica Rivera
Bar Manager- Mikey Champagne

Indoctrination Committee- Lodge Officers 
Membership/Lapsation/Orientation/Investigati
on– Eddie Storer
Photography –Charisse Simonian
Scholarship- Stephanie VanHaerants 
Veterans Service-  Shane Lowell 
Volunteer Committee– Alyssa Williams
Bylaws – Chuck Pankey-Fanning
Organ Donation– Jen Chapman 
Wellness Committee– Patty Williams 

EVERY 2nd and 4th Tuesday
At 7:30pm

Elks Scholarships Available
Know a high school senior? Help them explore Elks scholarship
opportunities! The Most Valuable Student Scholarship deadline is
November 12, 2026. Ferndale High School and University High School
seniors in the Class of 2027 who apply are also considered for the Jerry
Olli Scholarship. Legacy Scholarships are available to eligible children and
grandchildren of Elks members, with applications due February 1, 2027.

Most Valuable Student & Jerry Olli: enf.elks.org/MVS
Legacy Scholarship: elks.org/scholars/scholarships/Legacy.cfm

mailto:info@elks1588.com
https://enf.elks.org/MVS
https://elks.org/scholars/scholarships/Legacy.cfm
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Secretary News...
    As September closed, Ferndale Lodge #1588 finished the month on a high note with the conclusion of Coins for
Kids. What began as a handful of pink banks scattered throughout our social quarters became a wonderful show of
generosity, with members and guests contributing to support Michigan Major Project. Each coin represented more
than pocket change—it reflected our commitment to the children and families who benefit from this important work.
    That spirit of giving continues as we raise money for our Thanksgiving Baskets. While you’re at the Lodge, please
see one of our bartenders to purchase tickets for the Boooze Raffle! Every ticket purchased helps provide a
Thanksgiving meal for families in need. It’s a simple way to support a meaningful Lodge effort and help make the
holiday brighter for others. Be sure to ask about tickets during your next visit.
   Along with our charitable work comes the responsibility of keeping our Lodge strong. Approximately 189 members
remain delinquent for the 2026–2027 Lodge year. That number represents more than unpaid dues; it represents
members we want to reconnect with and keep involved in our Elk family.
  We understand that circumstances change. Job transitions, growing families, unexpected expenses, and other
challenges can make paying dues difficult. If you are facing a hardship, please contact the Secretary. The Lodge has
ways to help, and a simple phone call or email can begin that conversation. We want you to remain part of our
Lodge.
   Please join me in welcoming Kate Reynolds, PER, as our new Office Clerk! Kate is already a familiar face at
Ferndale, and her experience as a Past Exalted Ruler brings valuable knowledge of our Lodge to the Secretary’s
office. We’re happy to have her helping with office responsibilities and assisting our members. 
    For those ready to pay, dues can be paid by phone through the bartenders during Lodge hours, in person, by mail,
or online. Kate is also in the office on Tuesdays and can assist with payments by phone. Another dues notice will be
mailed soon, but taking care of your dues now supports the activities, programs, and fellowship we all enjoy.
   October offers plenty of opportunities to get involved. Our regular Lodge meetings will be held upstairs on
Tuesday, October 6, and Tuesday, October 20, at 7:30 p.m. The October 20 meeting will also include initiation. A
special initiation is scheduled for Saturday, October 10, at 11 a.m.
    Every initiation gives us an opportunity to welcome new members, share our traditions, and strengthen the future
of our Order. More than 112 new members have already joined our ranks this Lodge year. That growth brings fresh
ideas, new friendships, and more helping hands to support our charitable work.
    The impact of our membership reaches well beyond our walls. In 2026 so far, Ferndale Lodge contributed more
than $20,000 in direct cash donations to local organizations. Our members also gave their time by organizing
events, volunteering in the community, setting up, cleaning up, and stepping forward whenever help was needed.
Those hours of service are an essential part of what makes our Lodge strong.
    Have you invited a friend to join us? Have you told a neighbor or coworker about the good work the Elks are
doing in Ferndale? Sharing your experience is one of the best ways to introduce someone to our Order. Each new
member brings energy, ideas, and another connection to the community we serve.
   If your address, phone number, or email has changed, please send your updated information to info@elks1588.com.
Keeping your record current helps ensure you receive Lodge notices, event information, and opportunities to
participate.
   As October begins, let’s build on September’s generosity and enthusiasm. Whether you’re purchasing Boooze Raffle
tickets, paying your dues, welcoming a new member, or volunteering your time, your participation helps move
Ferndale Lodge forward. Thank you for supporting our Lodge and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Our
strength comes from our members—and from the care we show one another and our community.

Fraternally,
Chuck Pankey-Fanning, PDDGER
Lodge Secretary

mailto:info@elks1588.com
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SUPPORT OUR LODGE AND THE COMMUNITY

 Want to advertise in the Hour of 11 for a year?
Cost for a member for this Business Card size

ad is $120. if interested email
info@elks1588.com for more details. Other sizes

are also available.

Michigan Elks Major Project
Your Donation can Help a child become a self sefficiant healthy

contributing citizen. 
All contributions to the MI elks Major project are deductiable for

Federal and estate tax purposes in the manner and to the
extendt provided by law of section 501c3 of the internal

revenue code.

365 BANKS

Ferndale #1588 Veteran Wellness
Send Birthday, Valentine, Christmas, Easter Cards etc.. to our Vets
Hamiton Nursing Home - 590 E Grand Blvd - Detroit, MI 48207

We are tabulating the Money still from
Septemeber. Stay tuned for a List in the

next hour of 11.

New List Coming Soon from
our Veterans Committee
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Volunteering is one of the best ways to experience the true
spirit of the Elks—giving back to our community, supporting
one another, and living out what it means when we say, “Elks
Care—Elks Share.”
Whether you can give an hour or an entire afternoon, every
helping hand matters and every act of service makes a
difference.

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities:
Soccer Shoot Contest-
https://tinyurl.com/SoccerShoot26
Hoop Shoot Contest-https://tinyurl.com/HoopShoot26
Patio Tear Down-  https://tinyurl.com/Patioteardown26

🦃 Thanksgiving Basket Stuffing and Delivery—Coming Soon!

Your involvement helps keep our Lodge strong and
connected to the community. Thank you for everything you
do!

~ Alyssa Williams
 Volunteer Coordinator

.

Volunteer Committee

https://tinyurl.com/SoccerShoot26
https://tinyurl.com/HoopShoot26
https://tinyurl.com/Patioteardown26
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Happy Birthday $5 off drink coupon is in
your email 7 days before your birthday.

Check your email for your birthday coupon! 
Please note– If you unsubscribe to our

Square emails you will not get the Birthday
Coupon.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Patio Season Reminder
As patio season winds down, please help us keep the patio clean, welcoming,
and enjoyable for everyone. Patio Teardown Nov 7.

Place cigarette butts in the proper containers located in the designated
smoking area.
Please pick up after yourself and wipe down your table before leaving. If
you see trash that someone else left behind, please help us out by
picking it up.
Treat the Lodge patio as you would your own patio at home.
If you plan to walk through the Social District, remember to transfer your
drink into an approved patio cup before leaving the Lodge.

Thank you for helping us keep our patio looking its best!

For more information On the Elks National Foundation Contact
Chuck Pankey-Fanning @ Chuck.Pankey@mielks.org. All

donations are Tax-Deductable.

mailto:chuck.pankey@mielks.org
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Help Make This Year’s Hoop Shoot a Success
The Ferndale Elks Lodge #1588 Hoop Shoot Committee is excited to announce that 40 children have
already signed up for this year’s annual Hoop Shoot. The event will take place on Saturday, November 7,
2026, from 8:00 AM to noon at Ferndale High School.
The Elks Hoop Shoot is a free basketball free-throw contest for children ages 8–13. Through friendly
competition, participants have an opportunity to build confidence, practice good sportsmanship, and
develop their skills. Winners can advance through additional levels of competition, with the opportunity to
reach the national finals.
Making this event a positive experience for every child takes a dedicated team of volunteers. The
committee has more than 30 volunteer slots to fill, including scorers, line judges, rebounders, greeters, and
someone to bring Elroy the Elk to life. Whether helping on the court or welcoming families, every
volunteer plays a part in the event’s success.
Hoop Shoot is a mandatory Lodge event, and members are encouraged to help support this youth
program. Volunteers should be prepared to commit to the full event and remain flexible about switching
positions as needed.
A volunteer training meeting will be held on October 10 at 1:00 PM to help everyone prepare for their
responsibilities.
Members can sign up at tinyurl.com/HoopShoot26.
Todd, Shannon, and Alex Theolet thank everyone who volunteers their time to support the children and
make this year’s Hoop Shoot a welcoming and memorable experience.

https://tinyurl.com/HoopShoot26


E L K D O M
STRENGTHENS AMERICA
The Official Publication of

FERNDALE ELKS LODGE #1588
A FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION

22856 Woodward Ave.
Ferndale, MI 48220

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Patrons of the Hour of 11

**- lifetime patrons 
If you find your name removed, it is because a year has quickly slipped by. Please remit

$10.00 and we will again add you to the patron list. Thank you. 
You can be a patron for $10.00 per lodge year, lifetime patron for $100 or a Legacy patron for

$500 or more -Contact the lodge office or email Info@elks1588.com for details. 

Legacy Patron- Kaine and Katie Krizanich
Char & Pat Flaherty P.ER, LM** 
Darlene & Ron Reid, PER, LM** 
Ruth Pelto “In memory of Al Pelto”** 
Larry Mills** 
Herman Westfall ** 
Micheline Scensny “In memory of Thomas Scensny”**
William Fulton** 
Jerome Ellison** 
Glenn Siminski**
Joe Swericz, LM**
Jennifer  Kurtz, PER**
David Caniff**
Young Bowling & Trophy Supply**
Tarek Uddin

Jeff & Angel Bolen, PDDGER, LM**
In Memory of PDDGER Jerry Olli, LM**
Sharon & Denis Sage, PER, LM**
Grandchildren “In Memory of Tom Murphy Sr.”**
“In Memory of Eddie and Doniece Matson, PER ”
love their children**
Jamie Kurtz, PER**
Richard Pawlowski **
Dianne & Andrew Phythian, PER**
Julie M.F. Walker**
Mark & Chuck Pankey-Fanning, PDDGER**
Marlene Olli “In memory of James Olli L.M.” **
Michael J Lucich**
Donna Ratliff “In memory of Steve “Rat” Ratliff **
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